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Principal’s Message
Welcome to November! November is 
always a great time to reflect on how 
much we’ve already learned this year 
and look forward to the next few 
months. It is also an important time to 
reflect on peace and freedom as we 
move towards Remembrance Day.  
Our school Remembrance Day 
observance this year will be an 
in-person assembly for our students 
and staff this coming Wednesday..  
  
In this newsletter you will find 
learning that is taking place in our 
school, as well as important 
information for our families. We hope 
you find it useful and informative. 

Parent/Guardian-Teacher Interviews and Report Cards
Report cards will be sent home electronically on November 29th.. 
Parent/Guardian-teacher conferences will be held on December 1st. 
More information to follow.

Report cards and Parent/Guardian-Teacher conferences are not the 
only way that we communicate student learning and progress through 
the year, and they are not the only times you can speak with your 
child’s teacher. Communication and collaboration between school and 
home are essential to student success. 

Holiday Concerts and Events
This year’s holiday concert will be an in-person event here at school. It 
will take place on Wednesday, December 7th (storm date of 
Thursday, December 8th) at 6:30 pm. Due to capacity requirements, 
each family will be allocated 2 tickets for the concert. You will need to 
bring them with you to the event for entry. Tickets  will be sent home 
to families on December 5th. Please check the backpack of your 
youngest child for the tickets.



Remembrance Day
This year to commemorate Remembrance Day, we 
would like to thank all of the present and past serving 
members of our community.

Our in-person ceremony will be on Wednesday,  
November 9th. Students are encouraged to wear their 
Scout, Guide and/or Cadet uniforms if they are 
members. They could also wear black or red clothing if 
they choose.

There will be no school for students and staff on 
Friday, November 11th as we all observe this day in 
our own way.

SAC (School Advisory Council)
Our SAC meets most months, and all school 
community members are welcome to attend 
meetings 

At this time, meetings are held via Zoom.

We are currently seeking additional 
parent/guardian and community members to 
broaden the voice and perspectives of our school 
community.

Our next SAC meeting will be held on Dec. 1st.  You 
can let Mrs. Longard  know that you would like to 
attend, and she will send you the meeting link.

Water Bottles
It is very important that students bring a water 
bottle with them each day to school. Students 
cannot drink directly from the fountains, they must 
use them as bottle fillers. Please remember to pack 
a bottle each day.



Lost and Found
Our Lost and Found items 
have been adding  up 
quickly.  If your child is 
missing any items, please 
remind them to have a look 
at school.  To make it easier 
to reunite students with 
their items, please make 
sure their name is on all 
clothing and lunch boxes.

Lunch Monitor Needed
We are currently looking for a lunch monitor to work 1/2 hour each day, Monday to Friday. There would also 
be the potential for extra time, as the need arises. If you are interested in this position, please reach out to 
Mrs. Carter by phone (902-421-6749) or by email (wcarter@hrce.ca) and she will be able to walk you 
through the process.

Lice
Please remember to check your 
student’s head periodically for 
lice. Students who have lice 
may return to school after they 
have been treated and there 
are no live lice on their heads. If 
you need support through this 
process, let us know and we can 
send home information.

Weather Appropriate Clothing
Students should come to school each 
day dressed for the weather conditions. 
Students go outside multiple times each 
day and it is important for them to be 
dressed warmly as the weather gets 
colder. We will go out in all but extreme 
conditions. It’s a great idea to keep a 
change of clothes in your child’s 
backpack in case they need them. 
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What’s happening at Saint Mary’s…

Writer’s Workshop
Writers workshop is a student-centred framework used to 
teach a specific learning target that will move writers forward. 
This predictable framework begins with a whole group lesson 
to activate their prior knowledge, followed by explicit teaching 
through the use of demonstration and modeling. The next 
step is called guided practice.  Students are given a chance 
to actively try the skill together before going off to try it within 
their own work as writers.The workshop is brought to a close 
with a Share Time during which writers share their piece with 
a partner or whole group audience.
Writer’s Workshop is serious work at all levels, and students 
use a variety of tools to support their writing, including pencil 
& paper, chromebooks, pictures and even building a story 
before writing it.



Upcoming Dates
● Nov. 11--Remembrance Day - no 

school for students and staff
● Nov. 21--Assessment and 

Evaluation Day--no school for 
students

● Nov. 29--Report Cards emailed 
home

● Dec. 1--PD and 
Parent/Guardian-Teacher 
interviews--no school for students

● Dec. 2--PD Day - no school for 
students

● Dec. 13--SAC meeting (via Zoom)

Reminders
● Do not send nut or peanut 

products to school
● No pets  on school property 

between 8:45 am-3 pm.
● Respect “No Parking” and “No 

Stopping” signs when 
dropping off and picking up 
your students.

Safe Dismissal
Please send teachers a note if 
there is a change to your child’s 
dismissal procedure (ie, 
someone different is picking 
your child up, they are going 
home with a friend, etc.) This 
allows us to ensure that 
children are getting safely to 
their after school place. 

Safe Arrival
If your child is going to be late or 
absent, please remember to call our 
Safe Arrival program.

1-833-582-6940 (Toll Free)

Playground Safety and 
Supervision
Students are not to be arriving 
at school before 8:45 am and 
must come directly into the 
school upon arrival. There is no 
supervision for students arriving 
early to play before school.



Inclement Weather and School Cancellations
In the event of school cancellation due to inclement weather and other exceptional circumstances, the 
decision to cancel school is made as close to 6 am as possible. Here are some ways you can find out:

● HRCE Website at www. hrce.ca
● Follow HRCE on Twitter at Twitter.com/HRCE_NS
● Call the information line at 902-464-4636
● Listen to the radio (all local radio stations)
● Sign up to receive text messages from the HRCE

At times schools may be cancelled by “Family of Schools”. We are in the Citadel High family of schools. 
In the event school is cancelled during the school day, the decision is usually made by 11 am. The school 
will contact all families to confirm procedures to release your children. Please ensure your child knows 
what to do in case of early closure and ensure that your phone numbers and email addresses are 
up-to-date so we can contact you. Students are not released until we have made contact with a 
parent/guardian or designate as you identified on the registration forms sent home in September.

If school is cancelled during the day, we will dismiss students as per their parent/guardian 
instruction at 11:30. If you can avoid it, do not come to pick your child up early as this will result in a 
number of parents/guardians in close contact.  Parents, guardians and caregivers are requested to wait 
outside their regular dismissal door at 11:30 for their children.  All students who need to wait for a later 
pick-up will be supervised until they are picked up. 

On days when conditions exist that it is not safe to open schools at the regularly scheduled time 
but it is predicted that conditions will improve, a 2-hour delayed opening may be considered.  In this 
situation, students cannot arrive before 10:45 and classes will begin at 10:55.  Lunch and dismissal 
times will not be affected.


